VDo v o e \A) AD Vv v v

WASHTHGTION POSTE _
T 6 17 9 AA”\’\/U\_:’:‘:(/T\ L\ ‘Y\C/'tc)‘v\, ,/ZJ:\ . |
Approved For Release 2004/1 1_104 ‘:)C{RIH:%&S-M350R0002gQ7L50g9g-[§ i .&%ua Yor K Times
_ . s
- . ‘CJC’PC..\f.Ol-;)‘ .\f(«\{,dflt&-i—afl < ‘BOH'L

. the night. T can't ask Ameri-

“tied. behind their bdcks’”.¥

LBJ Memoir
Tells of 64
War Plans

;o By Brian Donovan - "

<o Newsday ) :
. Lyndon Johnson's still un-
published White House mern-
oirs acknowledge that his ad-
‘ministration was privately
preparing “in carly 1964 for
large-scale American military
jnvolvement in Vietnam, long
before ‘the depth of the U.S.
‘commitment was known to the
public. | L
-~ The memoirs, .to be pub-
lished in November, support
many . 6f the findings of the
classified Pentagon study -of
the war’s origins, which the
government has been fighting
to keep gecret. The former
President’'s book, largely *in
galley form at the New York
publishing house of _Hol.t,|

- Binehar{ & Winslon, is en-
titled “The Vantage Point:

Perspectives” of the Presi-
dency.” Newsday obiained in-l
formation about the materiall
Jrom a publishing source,

. Johnson depicts himself in
the book as having beén hesi-
Jdant for several months over
.approving military advisers®

‘recommendations for bombing

raids against North Vietnam.
But in February of 1963, he
writes, he told aides that he
was approving the bombing.
*“We have kept our gun' over
the mantel and our shells in
the cupboard for a long time
inow,” I said. ‘And what was
the result? They are killing
our men while they sleep in

‘can soldiers out there to con-
tinue fo fight with one hand

.- In the book, Johnson says
that he first decided to pur-
sue President Kenuedy’s pol-
icy of defending South Viet-
nam’s sovereignty while fly-
ing back to Washington only
& few hours after Kennedy's
assassination, _ .
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-| should be prepared for a “pro-

‘had alrcady lost many good

“pursuing that

Fn. the highlights of his|
chapters on Vietnam, portray-
fng: more than five years of
growing - U.S, -involvement,
Johnson says: L

e On March 17, 1864, he
approved a recommendation
by Defense Secretary Robert
MceNamara that . U.S. forces

gramn of “graduated military
pressure against the North.”

¢ During the 1964 presi-
dential campalign, Roberi Xen-,
nedy voluntcered to go to
South Vietnam as the U.S, am-
bassador. . o

e During the same cam-
paign, all that he meant by
his often-quoted statement
that he would not send U.S.
troops “to do the fighting
that Asian boys should do for
{hemselves” was that America
should nol *take charge” of;
ihe war or provoke a con-
flict with China. “I did not
mean that we were not going
to do any fighting, for we

men in Vietnam.”

¢ In September, 1964, John-
son approved a contingency
plan for bombing, recom-
mended by the military, to
be implemented if Commu-
nist forces made a “speclacu-
lar” attack in the South. But
he then waited until ¥eb. 7,
1965, to start bombing, twice
yejeeting -advice from mili-
tary advisers to begin eaxlier,

¢ On Feb. 17, 1965, Johnson
met with former DTYresident
Eisenhower and was urged {o
mount a “campaign of pres-
sure” against the North.
7 e About three weeks after
the first major batile involv-
ing American’ ground f{roops
‘in a campaign in June, 1965,
Johnson authorized a 25,000-
man troop incrcase to '5,000.
He writes, “I was convinced
that your retreat from this
challenge would open the path
‘o World War II1.” -
..o At the 1867
Summit © Conference, Soviet
Tremier Kosygin told Johnson
that if the United States stop-
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nology of his Vietnam decisions
by saying, “I have not written
these chapters to say, “This is
how it was,” but to say, “I'his
is how I saw il from my van-
tage point.”” - .

In 1964, while taking the
steps that Jed to an extensive
U.S. military effort in Viet-
nam, Johnson writes, “I had
moments of deep discourage-
ment, times when T felt that
the South Vietnamese were
their own worst cnemlies, The
South Vielnamese seemed {o
have a strong impulse toward
political ‘suicide.” \

Johnson's portrait of his
carly policy-making stance

recoincides to a certain extent
iwith the picture drawn in the
leaked Pentagon study, indi-
icating a President consider-
Jdng plans for major military
.operations while hesitating at
jscvcral points to put {ihose
Iplans into effect. That picture
lbecomcs particularly clear in

Johnson’s account of the
steps  leading to the U.S.

bombing raids.

surfaced in recent days, the
President, in June of 1954, con-
sidered “the political conven-
tions just ‘around the corncr
and the election issues yegard.
ing Vietnam clearly drawn.”
So he held back, the study
said, from secking any major
escalalion and {rom sccking
any congressional approval of
it. BT

Then, on Sept. 9, 1964, a lit-
tle more than a month after
the Tonkin Gulf incidents,
Johnson recelved recommen-
dations from the State and
Defense  Departments, “he
writes, supporting the bomb-
ing of the North. Johnson says
that he ordered that contin
gency plang {for such raids be,
prepared. .

“Acting on (that) order, the:
military force made plans to
retaliate by ‘air against the
North .if the North Vielnam-
ese or Victecong hit US,
forces or carvied out some’
kind of ‘spectacular’ atlack in

Although no “formal” bomb-
ing proposal had been ad-
vanced by his advisers during.
his first year in the White!
House, Johnson writes, “the:
idea of hitting North Victnam!
with air power, either on a
reprisal basis or in a sustain-
ed campaign, had been dis-
cussed inside the govern-
ment, in Saigon and in the
American  press for some
time ., .

According to the classified

ped bombing, - peace negotia-
tions would - start, but no
mutually agreeable terms for
" peace feeler
.could he reached.

;* Johnson prefaces his echro-

iat Bienhoa; tho second, “the

Pentagon .‘StudX that  has;.

South Victnam,” he writes.,
*Twice before the year was’
out, I asked to put those con’
tingeney plans into effect.”
The first time, he wurites,
was an attack on .an alr base

bombing of an Amervican of-
ficers® billet in Saigon. It was
nnt until February of "1865,
when an attack on a U.S.
base at Pleiku killed cight
Americans, however, that the
sirikes were finally author-
ized, he wriltcs. -
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